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Expo, which is on three lakes in northeastern Switzerland, I drove
through the Alps. Switzerland's well-marked highways and a map I
: picked up at Switzerland Tourism, 608 Fifth Avenue (49th Street) in
Manhattan, made the trip easy. The only problem I encountered was
parking: the Expo was designed to be served mainly by boat and train.
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All Across Switzerland, Fresh Design

By FRED BERNSTEIN

F OR years, friends had been telling me that Switzerland was the
place to see great architecture, especially the work of Peter

Zumthor, whose small buildings in the area of Chur, 70 miles southeast

of Zurich, are, they said, too subtle to be understood from photos.

So last month I flew to Zurich, rented a car ($400 a week from Hertz)
and headed to Vals, a small town at the end of a mountain road lined at
this time of year with waterfalls. There I found Mr. Zumthor's most
famous building, a spa called Therme Vals (www.therme-vals.ch),
which is a series of hot and cold pools in boldly geometric rooms
seemingly carved from thick layers of local slate. The spa can be
experienced only in a bathing suit; a day pass is $18 and includes a book
of black-and-white photos (ask at the desk).

Adveriisement
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‘Armed with a list of Mr. Zumthor's buildings, available by e-mail from
his office (arch@zumthor.ch), I drove next to the nearby town of
Sumvitg, with a cylindrical wooden chapel that is always open and well
worth the drive up a winding road.

If Switzerland was already an architectural wonderland, Swiss Expo.02
makes it even more so. (The fair will close on Oct. 20, and some of the
world's most innovative buildings will be torn down.) To reach the

http://www.nytimes.com/2002/06/13/garden/13SWIS.html

The first building I saw, by the Viennese architecture firm Coop
Himmelblau, was like an apparition: three giant towers and a metal roof
cantilevered hundreds of yards over a pastoral lake. "It wasn't easy
convincing them to spend millions of dollars to build a roof for fish,"
said one Expo official, Pidu Russek.

The Swiss spent $900 million to build the Expo — almost $128 for
every man, woman and child in the country. It is spread across four
towns: Biel (known as Bienne in French), Murten (Morat), Neuchatel
and Yverdon-les-Bains. The organizers invented a word, arteplage (art
beach) to describe the settings. The arteplage in Biel, an industrial town
that is home to Swatch, features pavilions designed to make the Swiss
ask difficult questions about their country's future. Everywhere, the
Swiss make wood seem like a cutting-edge material. In Neuchatel, a 90-
foot wooden sphere called the Palais de I'Equilibre, by Groupe H
architects, contains an exhibition on climate change. Murten, a well-
preserved medieval town, is the setting for a dozen provocative
buildings by Jean Nouvel, including one gallery that looks like a pile of
logs. (If you go, I suggest dinner lakeside at Le Vieux Manoir; the
equivalent of about $120 for two and worth every Swiss franc.)

The most exclusive hotel room in Switzerland this summer is a siﬁgle,
$200-a-night pod on a dock at the edge of the much publicized Blur
building in Yverdon-les-Bains (60 days advance booking required at
www .everland.ch). There is also the Golden Arch Hotel outside
Estavayer-le-Lac, owned by McDonald's, which is under $100 and
convenient to the sites (www.goldenarchhotel.com). In contrast, the
Golden Tulip Hotel in Biel (www.goldentulip.com) costs twice as much
and is drab and lacks air-conditioning,.

A three-day pass to the fair is $75 (www.expo02.ch), but three days isn't
enough. If you are pressed for time, the Blur, the Palais de 1'Equilibre
and the Nouvel buildings are the must-sees.
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